MARLBOROUGH
attack upon the city was at once begun. Its defences were in
a neglected condition, and its garrison of about five thousand
men was too small to hold all the necessary works. Powerful
batteries were landed from the fleet, and a breach made in
the eastern wall. Marlborough was ready to assault on the
evening of the 2 6th; but the governor beat a parley, which,
though it came to nothing, allowed the tide to rise and gained
him another day. At dawn on Sunday, the zjthy all was again
in readiness. The batteries, supported by a frigate, which
came up the river on the flood, bombarded the breach in the
town. A Danish column a thousand strong forded the northern
arm of the river, and at one o'clock Charles Churchill,
Marlborough's brother, whom he had made a Brigadier, with
fifteen hundred English infantry, headed by many noblemen
and gentlemen volunteers, plunged into the estuary. The
water, though ebbing, was breast-high, the current strong,
and the fire from the ramparts heavy. But both Danes and
English advanced undaunted and occupied the counterscarp.
As they re-formed here for the final storm McElligott
hoisted the white flag. In view of his trick of the day before,
no terms were offered. What was left of the garrison, about
four thousand men, became prisoners of war. Marlborough
entered the city the next day, and sternly suppressed the
looting which had begun.l
The world of those days was small, and many intimate ties
existed across the fronts of war. After the departure of
Tyrconnel the Duke of Berwick, now nineteen, commanded
what was left of James's adherents in Ireland. He approached
with a force of five or six thousand men as near as he dared to
the city, hoping to extricate the garrison ; but the quality of
1 Another of William's letters to Marlborough is of interest,
"A KENSINGTON
" ce 4/14 Oct. 1690
*" Vous pouvez croire comme j'ay este rejoui de la prise de Cork, vous en felicitent
aussi pour la part que vous y avez dont je vous remercie, j 'espere que j 'aprendercs bien
tost le meme heureux succes de Kingsale, Et que je vous revoirez en peu en parfaite
sante. A Peguard des Prisonniers que vous avez fait a Cork Ton dit qu'il y a une Isle
aupres, ou 1'on les pouroit garder seurement. Et quoy qu'ils me couteront beaucoup
en pain, cette depense est inevitable, jusques a ce que fen puis disposer autrement et
que je ne puis fake si tost, soiyez tousjour asseure de la continuation de Mon Amide/*
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